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24th March 2020 

Dear Parishioners, 

The Bishops of England and Wales have implemented changes in how we are to practise our 

faith as we move forward in these difficult times. We will make sure that details of this can be 

found on our Facebook page and our website. You can also refer to the websites of the 

Archdiocese of Southwark and the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales.  

A major change is to stop public celebrations of the Mass and the dispensation of the 

Obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days. After the update from the Prime Minister 

last night, we are now no longer allowed to let anyone into our churches at any time until 

further notice. This is another blow to us as Catholics, but we must try and stay positive and 

keep praying that this time will pass quickly. 

We are asked to continue to mark the significance of Sunday as the Lord’s Day, if you are 

able, to read the Scripture readings of the Sunday Mass and to pray the rosary. The mass 

readings will be available on the website on Fridays for the upcoming weekend.  We can also 

make a Spiritual Communion which prayerfully expresses our faith in Christ’s presence in the 

Blessed Sacrament. There are various forms of prayers for making a Spiritual Communion that 

are available in prayer books and also can be found on the internet. You can find one here: 

https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/devotions/act-of-spiritual-communion-339 

There are also many places to watch the mass being live streamed and here is a link to a site 

that has masses every day  https://mass-online.org/daily-holy-mass-live-online/ 

We would like to encourage you to continue to give your generous weekly donations to our 

parish via standing order if you don’t already do so. We need to maintain levels of funding to 

run the parish, even though we are unable to celebrate mass together. We are unsure at this 

time how long the banks will be open and so setting up a standing order will ensure that we 

will be able to continue to process any funds received.  

Our account details are as follows: 

Account name:  Goudhurst Catholic Church 

Account number: 59004576 

Sort code:   60-06-18 

Please contact our treasurer Mike Iles if you need any help with how to set up a standing 

order. He can be contacted on 01892 723309 or by email: mike@madpoplars.co.uk If you wish 

to continue using your envelopes, please send a cheque with your envelope to Fr Vic, The 

Presbytery, Beresford Road, Goudhurst, Kent TN17 1DN. However, please note that if banks 

close, we may be unable to bank the cheques until a later date. 

We would really like to be able to contact all our parishioners as quickly and easily as possible 

in the event that we need to relay important information. Please could you provide us your 

email address and mobile phone number. There is a form attached for you to fill out and 

consent to us processing and storing your data.   

The Bishops have not taken this decision lightly, and it is a huge loss for us all not to be able to 

come together and celebrate mass. Please get in contact with the parish office if you need 

help or feel isolated and we will make sure that you are looked after. If you feel that you could 

offer help to those in need, please let us know and we’ll keep a list of volunteers to call upon if 

necessary. 

God Bless, 

Fr Vic 
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GOUDHURST & HAWKHURST PARISH 
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We would like to keep in touch with you to provide news of services, 
newsletters and events in the church community. Please add your 

details here if you are happy to be contacted by the parish office. 

 

 

Name:  _____________________  

Email:  _____________________  

Mobile:  _____________________  

Address:  _____________________  

  _____________________  

  _____________________  

  _____________________  

 

If you would like to talk to Fr Vic McClean please contact him on 01580 211268 or 

goudhurst@rcaos.org.uk 

 

I consent to the processing of my personal data by Goudhurst Parish for the purposes of 
keeping in touch with church news: 

 

Sign:  ____________________  Date:  ____________________  

 

Please email this form to the parish office at goudhurst@rcaos.org.uk or post it to: 

Fr Vic McClean  

The Presbytery,  

Beresford Road,  

Goudhurst,  

Kent  

TN17 1DN 
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